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of workmen's dwellings erected by philanthropic building
societies. The Municipal Council of Berlin throws open a
number of the schoolyards as playgrounds during the holidays,
and latterly the plan has been adopted of taking children of both
sexes daily to the fields and forest outside the town, there to
ioin in games from morning until evening. Several hundred
pounds a year arc found sufficient to pay for these vacation
games. The town of Charlottenburg has even bought a wood-
land playground for its children at a cost of ^40,000.
It is interesting to know that no class of society co-operates
more actively and intelligently in these various efforts to safe-
guard the health and vigour of youth than the Social Democrats.
There is a widespread opinion abroad that the German Socialist
wastes his energies too lavishly upon the pursuit of shadowy
schemes   of   social reformation,  upon political  chimeras  and
pedantic  discussions  of economic  impossibilities.     No  doubt
much  time   is   spent in  these  ways,  yet  in the  domain  of
municipal politics, and in  all movements which bear on the
" condition of the people " problem, the Socialists are singularly
practical ancl irroprossibly enthusiastic.    The zeal and the deep
sense of responsibility with which the local leaders and Press of
Socialism have taken up the national health crusade in all its
aspects deserve frank and cordial recognition.    Here their prac-
tice  Btrangely belies their precept;   for while the theory of
Socialism  overlooks  the individual  and assumes that  society
can bo transformed by wholesale methods, the attitude of the
Socialists who are found in increasing numbers on public and
philanthropic bodies shows that they are in no doubt that the
family is the national unit, and that physical and moral refor-
mation is an individual and not a collective process.
Not only so, but in spite of all their advocacy of the State
training of children and of the loosening of the marriage tie the
Socialists are among the foremost friends of childhood and of
homo culture. A recent conference of Social Democratic women,
held at Mannheim, discussed the question of the ill-treatment of
children, and " called upon all comrades to make it their duty to
earnestly combat such atrocities." In some towns Socialist
Children's Protection Societies exist for the purpose of bringing
to light and to justice any evasions of the laws relating to the
welfare of children, A well-known German labour journal wrote